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hange is in the air in
Bristol. In one swoop,
Bailey has launched the
new Ranger Series 6,
cut Discovery from its ranks
and introduced a new range:
Ranger GT60.

On paper, the Ranger GT60 has
appeal for current owners of both
Rangers and Pageants. Ranger
owners looking for a bit more
luxury without a huge hike in
price will love it. The increase
in spec over the Ranger is
impressive: alloy wheels, stabiliser,
three-piece front window,
microwave oven, radio/CD/MP3
player with iPod connectivity,
and the list doesn't stop there.

All for around just £1000 more
and at a very similar weight.
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Models in the Pageant Series 7
range may be able to beat the
Ranger GT60 on spec, but for
some buyers weight is more
important. When the new Pageant
series was launched earlier this
year, weights crept up. Present
owners who don't want to change
their towcar, but also don’t want
to compromise on space or luxury,
will see the Ranger GT60 as an
attractive, lower weight
alternative. And as well as saving
money on a new towcar, they'll
keep a few hundred pounds in
their pocket, too.

This all sounds good, but will the
theory stand up to the test? To find
out, we've brought in Paul and
Hilary Harris. As owners of a 2004
Bailey Pageant, Paul and Hilary are
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just the type of caravanners that
Bailey is targeting. Would they
swap their Pageant for a Ranger
GT60 to secure a lightweight van
their present estate car can tow?

When the Ranger GT60 arrived on
site, the new graphics were the
first thing to catch Paul and
Hilary’s attention. I like them,” said
Paul.“They are bold but simple.”

After a quick lap of the van’s
exterior, Paul and Hilary got down
to setting up. Paul found the
steadies easy to access and also
appreciated the wide jockey
wheel. “The wider wheel won't dig
into the gravel, making it easier to
move the van by hand if you need
to,” he observed.

www.practicalcaravan.com

LIVE-IN 7¢

With the Practical Caravan Enthusiast Team

Bailey Ranger GT60 Series 6 520/4
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Paul and Hilary have been
caravanning together for
seven years. Their first van was
a 1980 Eccles Topaz, bought
for £300. After two years, and
many weekends spent elbow
deep in DIY projects, the
couple sold the Topaz in favour
of a van with a fixed bed.

The van they chose, a 2004
Bailey Pageant Vendeeg, also
had an L-shaped lounge. They
particularly love the informal
arrangement of this layout.

Practical Caravan’s Enthusiast
Team have been picked for their
experience and passion for
caravans and caravanning

With the steadies down and
mains connected, Hilary headed
inside. After passing in the crates
and bags, Paul left her to find a
home for all their belongings.
This gave him a chance to cast a
critical eye over the van’s exterior.

The front locker was his first
stop. It's large with room for two
gas bottles. “This door is well
supported,” said Paul after
opening it. “It would be nice to
have a light in the front locker,
though you wouldn't expect that
on a Ranger”

The alloy wheels met with Paul’s
approval. “Alloys are good,” he
said. “Steel wheels get scratched
by wheel clamps. Alloys should
fair better, so will look nicer
for longer”

Strong central strut holds door
and aids access to front locker

Alloy wheels (top) and shock
absorbers (above) are fitted as
standard on the Ranger GT60

Paul also noticed the shock
absorbers, which will be standard
on all GT60 vans. He was
impressed and commented that
they should be put on all vans
automatically because they
improve towing handling and
safety. “It's a real plus that this van
has them as standard,” he said.

“It is excellent that the spare
wheel is also included as
standard,” noted Paul. “We had
a blow-out four years ago, which
made us realise how important it
is to have one. | think there could
be a better way to access the
spare though. A trapdoor within
the van perhaps. The slide-out
undercarriage is fine in the UK, but
when you are on the Continent it
slides out on the side of the van
next to road traffic. That isn’t ideal
for safety.”

Standing back for one final
appraisal on the exterior, Paul said:
“I think the whole general
appearance of this van is good.”

Happy so far, Paul headed inside,
just as Hilary was getting the
kettle on. Hilary is Practical
Caravan'’s food guru, writing our
cookbook page every month.
So when it comes to putting a
van'’s kitchen through its paces,
Hilary is the woman for the job.
She had already unpacked most
of the food and equipment they
had brought. “There is plenty of
cupboard space in the kitchen,’
Hilary said.“A cup rack would be
good alongside the plate rack, but
overall storage is good.”
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“There is adequate work space
too, especially with the sideboard
opposite. The sideboard is a bit too
low for chopping vegetables, but
it is good to have the extra space
to move things to when you are
preparing a meal. Even if you had
your TV there, it would still
provide a handy surface”

Overall, Hilary was pleased with
the kitchen. She thought the spec
easily matched that of their

Where they stayed

Wareham Forest Tourist Park
Bere Road, North Trigon,
Wareham BH20 7NZ

Tel 01929 551 393

Web www.wareham-forest.co.uk
Open All year

Paul and Hilary have stayed at
Wareham Forest Tourist Park
several times since moving to
Dorset. The site is close enough
to stay for just a few days, but also
far enough to allow them to get
away from it all.

Set in 43 acres of woodland,
the site has direct access into
Wareham Forest. The site is also
ideal for families as it has an
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Pageant and liked the look of the
area.”l like the black fridge, and
the hob is smart,’ she said.“The
light over the hob is good, too.”

There were a few niggles
though. The removable drainer is
stored on the wall above the sink,
which Hilary thought looked a bit
messy. “It would be better tucked
away in the cupboard,” she said.
Hilary said she would also miss
her extractor fan.

outdoor heated swimming pool, a
large play area, a games room and
plenty of grassy areas for sports.

The 200 pitches are mainly
hardstanding. There are two
washblocks with disabled facilities,
a laundrette and a shop. A pub is
located just a mile away.

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT Ample
work space; 107-litre fridge;
Wardrobe has useful shelves

But she was most concerned by
the location of the power point. It
is on the far side of the kitchen
near the sink and behind only a
small strip of work surface.”l don't
think there is enough work space
to safely leave the kettle there,
especially if there are children
around,” said Hilary.“The other
option is to pull the cord across
the sink, which isn't good either.
This power point would be much
better placed at the other end of
the kitchen”

Paul moved the kettle across to

a safer position on the sideboard
and the couple were soon relaxing
in the lounge with a cuppa.

“This lounge is comfortable,” said
Paul.“l like the knee rolls and all
the bolster cushions.”

“This area is quite attractive,’
said Hilary.“I could live with the
upholstery, it is much nicer than
some, and | like the light-coloured
wood. The clean line of the lockers
is good, too. It's not fussy.” Hilary
also liked the carpets, and
appreciated that they were
split into three pieces to make
cleaning easier.

The Harrises have an L-shaped
lounge, and that remains their
preferred layout. “These lounges
are not as long as ours, so you
can't stretch out as well,” said
Hilary. “It is still quite comfortable
though. | would choose this
U-shape layout over parallel
seating and a chest. It is more
versatile; you have more choices
of where to relax”’

The kit in the lounge also
impressed the Harrises. They
thought the large rooflight was
excellent, appreciated the good
quality radio/CD/MP3 player, and
were pleased by the possible
lighting arrangements, though
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Hilary thought the grey plastic
around the moulded corner lights
looked a bit cheap.

Paul also thought the layout of
the lounge was very practical.
“The TV point above the sideboard
is in a good location as you can
watch it comfortably from both
sides of the lounge,” he said. “And
the front access to the under-
seating storage makes the water
pump and heater easy to get to.’

Paul also liked that the fuse box,
also located below the seat, was
easily accessible through a cut-out
in the panel.”l know it isn't a very
attractive thing, but its position
there isn't obvious and it is well
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labelled and convenient. That
makes it easy to get to if you need
to, which is a good thing.”

In the 520/4 the shower and toilet
are located inside a wetroom,
while the basin is outside in the
fixed-bed area. There isn't enough
room in the wetroom to dry off
and get dressed, but you can close
off the fixed-bed area with a solid
door: so to change in the van you
only need to close the blinds.
Paul and Hilary found the
wetroom similar to the washroom
in their Bailey Pageant. “But we
prefer the bi-fold door, which is

Bailey Ranger GT60 What the Harrises say

é) "The overall layout of this
van is excellent. Both the lounge
and the fixed bed area are light
and spacious and the kitchen and
washroom are practical. It is a
comfortable two-berth and
easily converts to an occasional
four-berth. We are impressed.
For a Ranger this is a big step in
the right direction; it doesn't feel
like an entry-level van at all”

@ "There are a few things

in the van that niggle. The
location of the power point in
the kitchen isn't safe or practical,
storing the removable drainer
on the wall looks messy, and
we'd prefer the under-seat
storage lids to be supported.
The U-shaped lounge is quite
comfortable, but we still prefer
an L-shaped lounge’

CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE Small wetroom is separated from bedroom
and basin by a wooden door; deep cushions make lounge comfortable

much better than having a curtain

stick to you,” Hilary conceded.
Hilary also thought that the

combined storage capacity of

the locker in the wetroom and

the cupboard under the basin

was good. She liked the layout

of the area around the basin, too.

“The two lights above the mirror

are good for putting lippy on.”

From the washroom it was just

a step for Paul and Hilary to try
out the fixed bed. Both found the
mattress very comfortable and big
enough for a good night’s sleep.
“It is right on six foot though,” said

Paul, “so six-footers may find it
a bit short”

“I like the layout of this area,”
said Hilary. “There are shelves for
books and glasses of water, and
having a sunroof over the fixed
bed is a nice touch. It makes the
area feel light and open. At night,
however, there are only the two
spotlights [located underneath
the overhead locker], which is
a worry as they get very hot and
you could burn yourself on them
if you were sitting up in bed.

“And the wooden blind
separating the fixed bed and the
kitchen is really nice,” said Hilary.
“It doesn't look tacky like (5>
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