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CARAVAN TEST

&  End-washroom,

Shipping length 7.0lm  MiRO 1200kg
Shipping width ~ 2.22m  MTPLM 1420kg four-berths are
Shipping height 2.59m  User payload 220kg

a good option for
young families
and couples alike

our-berth side dinette layouts are enduringly popular. For
small families they offer four beds in a compact package, but
it's usually couples that opt for this layout, liking the spacious

washroom, kitchen and also the chance to use the side dinette
for breakfast before packing the bed away.
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Bailey
Senator Arizona
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contemporary living space in its Eccles Moonstone.
Bailey, true to form, has shoehorned into its Senator Arizona all the
extras possible. Three caravans which have different solutions for one
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Shipping length 7.19m  MiRO 1264kg
Shipping width 2.28m MTPLM 1500kg
Shipping height 2.58m  User payload 236kg

: £13,995
Sterling

Eccles Moonstone

213cm E Upper 176cm x 59cm
X 140cm ' « Lower 180cm x 70cm
- > @B
P A—— ik
Shipping length 7.18m  MiRO 1345kg
Shipping width 229m  MTPLM 1555kg
Shipping height 2.70m  User payload 210kg
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classic layout; we decide which is best.

Pitching and
setting up

Avondale Argente 550-4
QA

Bailey Senator Arizona
aqa

Sterling Eccles Moonstone
aqa
The Avondale is the shortest and
lightest van of the three on test
with a shipping length of 7.01Tm
and an MTPLM of 1420kg. The
Bailey is 7.19m with an MTPLM of
1500kg and the Sterling, although
slightly shorter than the Bailey at
7.18m, is heavier at 1555kg. The
Bailey and Sterling also have
similar shipping widths of 2.28m
and 2.29m but the Avondale is
more slender at 2.22m.

All three are built on an AL-KO
chassis with an AKS stabiliser.
Both the Bailey and Sterling have
the more user-friendly buttonless
handbrakes, while the Avondale’s
is the push-button variety.

All have plastic grab handles to
assist manoeuvring. On the Bailey
and Sterling models the front
locker doors open upwards with
the assistance of gas struts while
the Avondale’s door opens
downwards with no support,
forcing it to rest on the handbrake.
The Avondale’s locker has more
space available as the gas bottle
is stored in a locker over the axle.

All three vans boast alloy
wheels, and come complete with
a spare wheel and carrier, awning
light and directional TV aerials.

The Avondale and Bailey both
have two-piece sidewalls while the
Sterling’s are one piece. There are
arguments for both options. It is
easier to keep damp at bay with
a one-piece sidewall, on the other
hand if your van's side gets badly
damaged, a two-piece wall is
easier to repair or replace.

Inside, all three vans have fitted
doormats, a double coat hook and
a full-length mirror on the m
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BIGST Avondale Argente 550-4

ARAVAN TE

Side dinette converts into bunks with stowaway ladder and curtains

rear wall. The Sterling and Bailey’s
controls panels are conveniently
located near the entrance, while
the Avondale’s is in the kitchen
area; not so handy if you want to
reach the power in the dark.
Back outside, the Bailey has
a barbecue point on the front
offside corner, an external 240V
power point and foot rests on
the A-frame. These extra touches
here and elsewhere are great but

Avondale
Argente 550-4

Pros and cons...
You'll like...

v/ Cheapest van on test
v/ Good spacious washroom
v Lightweight and compact

You won't like... &
X Limited Ak
specification
X Less kitchen
work surface
X Button
handbrake
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come at a price as this is the
costliest van on test.

Despite Bailey’s added spec, the
Avondale just noses ahead in this
round as it provides all the
necessary kit while being the
lightest and shortest of the three.

Lounge

Avondale Argente 550-4

aqa

Bailey Senator Arizona

QAP

Sterling Eccles Moonstone

QA
All three lounges are comfortable,
welcoming and have plenty of
daylight flooding in: each van has
a three-piece opening front
window, complete with blinds, fly
screens and curtains, and
a large roof light. The side
windows on the Sterling

and Bailey have

cassette blinds meeting
in the middle, while the
Avondale’s pull down.

The Argente’s fabric and

finish, such as oatmeal
fabric surrounds for the

‘hob reducingwork
- space when cooking

wall lights and patterned beige
upholstery, give it a traditional look.

The Sterling’s appearance has a
more contemporary feel: the
modern patterned upholstery is
finished with Alcantara (faux
suede) strips and two matching
scatter cushions. Black marble-
effect worktops and brushed
aluminium handles complete the
effect. Sculpted corner cushions
give added support for lounging
on the Sterling’s sofas and the
thick drop-in carpets complete
the feel of luxury.

In the Bailey, the jazzy
upholstery and light cream
curtains give the space a modern
feel, as do the unusual shaped
bolster cushions, which fit neatly
into all four corners. The drop-in
carpets are thicker than those in
the other vans and have Velcro
fastenings to stop them moving.

They all share the same parallel
seating arrangement with a
central chest. The Argente’s central
chest extension slides out, which
saves the need to clear the table
before use, while Bailey and
Sterling have opted for a fold-out

version. The Argente’s dining table
fits flush with the central chest and
comfortably seats four or more,
but it's quite heavy to manoeuvre
and assemble. The table in the
Bailey is huge, with folding leaves,
while the Sterling’s table has a
black marble-effect top and is the
lightest of the three.

For entertainment, the Argente
is equipped with a Blaupunkt CD/
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Spacious and
luxurious with
good storage, but
shower is small

radio with fitted speakers. There
are two television points, one
located next to the centre chest
and the other on the end chest,
giving the option to watch TV in
the main lounge or dinette area.
In the Sterling the aerial point is
on the middle chest between the
lounge and dinette area, so the TV
can be viewed from two angles.
The CD/radio/MP3 player is stored

www.practicalca ravan.com

in a large curved cupboard along
with a plastic storage rack for
CDs. The Bailey's fitted radio not
only plays CDs and MP3s but also
plays DVDs movies, which can

be watched on the 17inch flat-
screen television.

Lighting is treated differently
in the three vans. The Avondale
has two spotlights on either side
of the lounge, but they are non-
adjustable and quite small,
restricting the choice of where
to sit when reading. There are two
adjustable spotlights above both
settees in the Sterling, as well as
two over the dinette area, and
flush fitting lights in each corner
panel. The Bailey strikes a different
tack with strips of LED lighting
under the lockers as well as four
spotlights fitted around the roof
light, all of which can be
controlled separately.

Extras such as a clock and
wallboards behind the seats are
absent in the Argente, but it is
the cheapest on test. Though the
Avondale and Sterling lounges
are great spaces with perfectly
adequate features, the finishing

Sprung cushions fit snugly to make a comfortable double bed

touches and added extras in the
Bailey win this round.

Kitchen

Avondale Argente 550-4
aqa

Bailey Senator Arizona
QA

Sterling Eccles Moonstone
aam

In all three vans the kitchens are
equipped with separate oven and
grill and four-burner hob. The
Bailey’s hob is the only one to
come with an extractor fan, and
as such is positioned in the middle
of the kitchen area under the
window, while those of the Sterling
and the Avondale are placed at the
end of the kitchen area closer to
the door. The Bailey and Avondale
have four gas burners, while the
Sterling has opted for one electric
and three gas. All three come with
eye-level microwaves with manual
controls as standard. Bailey’s is
located at the end of the kitchen
towards the lounge, while those in
the Sterling and the Avondale are
fitted above the hobs.

In the battle for best fridge the
Bailey wins. Fitted with the latest
Dometic Series 8, it has a 115-litre
capacity, which expands to an
impressive 122 litres when the
detachable freezer is removed.
Thetford models are fitted in the
other two vans. The Sterling fares
better with a 107-litre capacity
and a digital control panel, while
the Avondale’s 81-litre model has
a manual control panel.

The Avondale does better with
its large stainless steel sink with
recessed drainer and glass cover.
However, its position next to the
hob, with all the work space to the
right, leaves no space to put pans
when removing them from the
hob. The Sterling’s sink is also flush
to the hob but it is small and
circular with a detachable plastic
drainer, freeing up more worktop.
Beneath its work surface is an open
shelf and opposite the kitchen,

a small dresser. The Bailey has

a rectangular stainless steel sink
located near the door. Worktop is
usefully divided either side of the
sink and hob, and there is a
dresser with a worktop m
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CARAVAN TEST Bailey Senator Arizona

Controls are sited at entrance Microwave is mounted high up Central chest table flips over and dining table is enormous

Spotlights illuminate the top bunk area. Extra bed cushion is thicker

Bailey
Senator Arizona

Pros and cons...
You'll like...

v Great wardrobe storage
v’ Soft-close drawers
v 17" flat screen TV

You won't like...
X Priciest van
on test

X Restricted
room around
toilet

X Loose fitting
cushions on
front double

Central hob gives
useful work space
either side of it

Large shower,
but area around
toilet is tight

Optional upholstery is bold, but cushions are not that tight a fit

. additional hooks.

The different layouts have their
merits, but Bailey has the leading
edge in this round for the best
basin, wardrobe and shower.

Beds

Avondale Argente 550-4

aqa

Bailey Senator Arizona

aaqanan

Sterling Eccles Moonstone

QA
The sleeping arrangements are
the same in all three caravans,
with a large double bed at the
front and a side dinette that
converts into bunks. All three vans
have their faults but they have
their good points, too.

The front doubles all make up
by pulling the slats out from the
centre chest and all benefit from
sprung seating rather than foam.
The cushions in the Avondale and
Sterling made a snug fitting bed
while those in the Bailey were a tad
loose so might be prone to moving

around. The sculpted corner
cushions of the Sterling and Bailey
make maximum use of the length
of the seating, giving good-sized
singles if preferred.

However, the bed slats in the
Avondale let it down as they are
a little short and so don't fully
support the cushions. The I0ack of
wallboards to aid warm air
circulation also scores against it.

All have good TV points, with
the Avondale having a choice of
two, so watching TV in bed
shouldn’t be a problem in any.
Similarly, they all have two
spotlights at either end
of the seating, so if you enjoy
reading in bed, choosing which
way round to sleep isn't restricted.
The Bailey’s strip LEDs and
spotlights around the Heki give
you maximum options at night.

Each dinette area has a
removable table and all the lower
and upper bunks make up in a
similar way. As in the lounge area
the bunks all benefit from using
the sprung seating cushions on
one bunk while the other has a
thinner fold-out split cushion.



